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Taxi Bulletin

29th April 2026

New English Devolution Act...
The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) confirms the English Devolution &

Community Empowerment Bills' receipt of Royal Assent.   After completing its passage through

Parliament it now becomes the English Devolution & Community Empowerment Act 2026.  It introduces

new powers on national standards and enforcement...

24th April 2026

DfT on Private Hire Licence Framework...
The Department  for Transport (DfT), in response to a question from Connor Naismith MP, confirms its

view on private hire licensing in England.  Lilian Greenwood MP, Local Transport Minister, agreed the

system needs reform and cited impending new national standard powers as one potential remedy.  It was

also indicated the Government will continue keeping matters under consideration...

23rd April 2026

New Automated Vehicles Regulations...
The Department for Transport (DfT) has issued its response to the 'Automated Passenger Services (APS)

Scheme Consultation'.  It sees the implementation of the Automated Vehicles (Permits for Automated

Passenger Services) Regulations 2026 (under the Automated Vehicles Act 2024).  These new regulations

are aimed at easing the safe deployment of self-driving technology...
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14th April 2026

Self-Driving Vehicles in London...
Waymo has announced self-driving vehicles, without manual control by a human driver, are now being

used in London.  It follows the earlier launch of a trial in April 2026 and there is now an expectation fully

autonomous vehicles will be available later in 2026.  The success, or otherwise, of this service remains to

be seen...

2nd April 2026

DfT Publishes Transport Strategy...
The Department for Transport (DfT) has published its 'Better Connected: A Strategy for Integrated

Transport' Policy Paper. It outlines the Government's longer term strategy, whilst stating its principles and

priorities,  for accessible transport  in England. The trade is acknowledged as a key part of this system

going forward...

Recent Articles
 
> The Sue Ryder Charity campaign offers driver training to help passengers with difficult
conversations on bereavements and end of life care (27th April 2026)...

> Guardian research raises concerns over the number of violent offenders licensed by City
of Wolverhampton Council (23rd April 2026)...

> Consumer Voice considers legal challenge to Financial Conduct Authority compensation
scheme for motor finance claims (22nd April 2026)...

> Belfast Cycle Campaign criticises Department for Infrastructure over lack of research into
the impact of taxi use of bus lanes (18th April 2026)...

> Darlington Borough Council decision to stop a taxi marshal scheme questioned by local
trade (2nd April 2026)...
 

If you want more information on the above licensing news, or related legal
stories, contact us on 01159 724928 or at news@travismorley.com
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